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St James Park War Memorial

In November 1920 the General Purposes, Parks and Gardens Committee of City of
Hawthorn recommended that the site for a War Memorial in Hawthorn be at the
Creswick Street reserve. Designs were to be invited with the total costs not
exceeding £5,000. The expenditure was to be made over three years. A prize was
to be offered of £75 for the winning design and £25 for the second design. The
project was to be managed by a sub-committee with the Mayor on the that sub-
committee. A Parchment Honor Roll was also to be created and placed in a case at
the Hawthorn Town Hall.* The Honor Roll is currently in the Town Hall Gallery
Collection at Hawthorn Arts Centre.

The Auburn Progress Association give their support to a war memorial in Hawthorn
in June 1925, agreeing to assist financially.2 A meeting in July 1925 was held with
Hawthorn Council, the Hawthorn branch of the Returned Solders’ League, Australian
Natives’ Association, Australian Women’s National League and the Auburn Progress
Association.?

In September 1926, when a Special Meeting is held by the Hawthorn City Council for
the purpose of discussing the War Memorial. The following decisions were reached:
a) That the cost be approximately £5,000.
b) That Council set aside and amount equal to a rate of 1d in the £ on the
nett annual value of rateable property as a commencement fund in the
1926-7 year. Appeal to citizens for donations towards the memorial. If the
full amount for the memorial is not achieved in 12 months, Council will
provide the required balance in the following rate year.
c) That alternative designed be invited for a suitable War Memorial to take
the form of either (1) a portice at the entrance of the Town Hall, or (2) a
Memorial at the Creswick Street Reserve site.
d) That the Town Clerk obtain from the Victorian Institute of Architects a copy
of the rules or conditions governing competitive designs and place same
before the meeting of the Joint Committee on Wednesday 22 September.*

In May 1927 the motion was passed by Council that the War Memorial should be
erected in the south west corner of the West Hawthorn Reserve near the corner of
Wood Street and Burwood Road.5

Council adopted the War Memorial Sub-Committee’s recommendation on the 20 July
1927 that designs be invited for a War Memorial to the approximate cost of £3,000
from selected gentlemen. That ten guineas be paid to each competitor for each
design except in the case of the winning competitor who would then be

1 ‘Report of the General Purposes, Parks and Gardens Committee’, Council Minutes, City of
Hawthorn, 17 November 1920, p. 97.

2 ‘Suburban Activities’, The Argus, 27 June 1925, p. 22.

3 ‘Hawthorn War Memorial’, The Argus, 16 July 1925, p. 18.

4 Special Meeting Minutes, City of Hawthorn, 2 September 1926, pp. 677-678.

5 ‘Report of Joint Committees’, Council Minutes, City of Hawthorn, 25 May 1927, p. 86.
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commissioned to carry out the work and this payment then be merged into
commission. The memorial was to be made of granite or other suitable material
excluding sandstone or freestone. The Royal Victorian Institute of Architects was
also to be asked to nominate a member to assist Council in governing the
competition, selecting the design and determining the positioning of the monument.®

On 17 August 1927 Council further approved that designs for the monument would
be invited by returned soldier architects and designers in Victoria. The prize for first
place was to be £50 and prize for second place £10. The cost was fixed at £3,000
covering memorial and foundations, excluding commission and other expenses.”

The closing date for the registration of the competitors in the design competition was
set for the 23 December 1927 with the competition closing 1 February 1928.8 The
designs were to be displayed in the Small Hall at the Hawthorn Town Hall, with the
first and second prize marked with their placings.® Twenty-four designs were
submitted in total.*°

Prizes for the War Memorial were awarded to:

15t Prize - Mr. M. Finlayson of Allandale Road, Heidelberg.

2" Prize - Messrs. Hudson and Wardrop, Collins Place, Melbourne.
Due to Mr. Finlayson being employed by Commonwealth Works and Railways
Department, he was unable to engage in private practice, so was instructed to
prepare the drawings and specifications only and Messrs. Hudson and Wardrop
would be engaged to obtain tenders and arrange the contract and supervise the
erections of the memorial.** Hudson and Wardrop designed The Shrine of
Remembrance in Melbourne.*? The adjudicator of the competition was Mr. P. A.
Oakley, president of the Institute of Architects.*®

The design was described as a 38 foot obelisk with the core build of reinforced
concrete. The lower portion was to be faced with Australian granite and the pylon
faced with stone from the Grampians.*4

6 ‘Report of War Memorial Sub-Committee’, Council Minutes, City of Hawthorn, 20 July 1927, p. 131.
7 ‘Report of War Memorial Sub-Committee’, Council Minutes, City of Hawthorn, 17 August 1927, p.
157.

8 ‘Report of War Memorial Sub-Committee’, Council Minutes, City of Hawthorn, 23 November 1927, p.
240.

® Council Minutes, City of Hawthorn, 15 February 1928, p. 272.

10 ‘Hawthorn War Memorial’, The Age, 16 February 1928, p. 8.

11 1bid.

2 peel, V., Zion, D., Yule, J., A History of Hawthorn, Melbourne University Press in Association with
the City of Hawthorn, Burwood, 1993, p. 184.

13 ‘Hawthorn’s Tribute’, The Herald, 16 February 1928, p. 2.

14 ‘Hawthorn War Memorial’, The Argus, 17 Feb 1928, p. 13.

Page 2 of 6 St James Park War Memorial Created 18 July 2023



Boroondara
Library Service

WINNING DESIGN FOR HAWTHORN MEMORIAL

The first prive design by Mr M. Finlaysen, of Allandale road, Heidel-
berg, for Hawthorn's War Memorial, the cost of which is estimated at
about £3,000. The core is to be of re.inforced concrete, the base of
granite, and the pyloa is to be fac od with Stawell stone.

Image of the design by Mr. M. Finlayson as appeared in The Herald newspaper.®

Finances for the financial year ending in 1927 were announced in December, stating
that Council has allocated £2,300 for the erection of the war memorial.*¢

15 “Winning Design for Hawthorn Memorial’, The Herald, 16 Feb 1928, p. 2.
16 ‘Hawthorn Finances’, The Argus, 9 December 1927, p. 4.
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In March 1928 the site for the War Memorial was officially selected and approved by
Council. The site was to be West Hawthorn Reserve (now St James Park) near the
bandstand. It was also noted that the bandstand would probably need to be
removed to accommodate future ANZAC Day ceremonies.’

The tender of Charles Heath and Sons was awarded for the work of the War
Memorial in June 1928. The contract was drawn up by Hudson and Wardrop and
the City Engineer was instructed to clear a plantation and prepare the site for the
memorial.®

Approval by Council was given in November 1928 to remove the bandstand from
West Hawthorn Reserve for the paths and gardens to the War Memorial. The
bandstand was donated to the municipality by Sir William McPherson.*

HAWTHORN'S WAR MEMORIAL.

The tall column which the peaple of Hawihern are erecting In St James's Park. near the Hawthorn Bridgo, in memory of the men from the
city who gave their lives in the Great War, s asseming definite  propertions. and giving promise ol the dignified moemorial which it will even.
tually be. The unfinished column Is shawn in its attractive setting,

Image of the War Memorial in The Argus 27 November 1928.2°

17 ‘Hawthorn War Memorial”, The Argus, 29 March 1928, p. 11.

18 ‘Report of Joint Committees’, Council Minutes, City of Hawthorn, 20 June 1928, p. 379.
19 ‘In the Suburbs’, The Argus, 14 November 1928, p. 16.

20 ‘Hawthorn’s War Memorial’, The Argus, 27 November 1928, p. 5.
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In December 1928 Council confirmed the date for the unveiling ceremony of the War
Memorial to be Sunday 10 March 1929. It was also approved that the following
inscriptions be placed on the memorial:
East Face - “Erected by the Citizens of Hawthorn and dedicated to the
memory of their fellow Citizens who fought in the Great War
1914-1918. In Reverent homage to all who. In grateful
recognition of all who served”.
West Face - “Peace”.
North Face - “Duty”.
South Face - “Valour”.
It was the advice of the designing and supervising architects that the main inscription

be facing east.”

Image of the War Memoial by J. Maxfield taken before the opening.?

2! ‘Report of War Memorial Sub-Committee’, Council Minutes, City of Hawthorn, 5 December 1928, p.
521.

22 Maxwell, J., ‘War Memorial, St.James Park, Hawthorn’, photograph, LHPH 1031, Boroondara
Library Service, 1929.
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The unveiling of the of the War Memorial took place on Sunday 10 March 1929. It
was unveiled by the Governor Lord Somers. The ceremony included singing of
hymns and reciting of prayers. Speech were given by Lord Somers, Hawthorn
Mayor Cr. Ward and Senator Elliott who attended on behalf of Sir John Monash.
The Premier of Victoria Sir William McPherson was also in attendance.®
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Unveiling of the War Memorial at St James Park, 10 March 1929.

The question was raised in February 1952 to include the 1939/45 War on the
Hawthorn War Memorial.?> The additional inscription was not made until 1972.%

In July 1959 a tender was awarded to Lodge Bros. for £679 for the cleaning of the
War Memorial. This was also to include repointing of joints, cutting out and replacing
parts with new stone to match the existing four sandstone urns. A contingency was
also built in of £300 to cover any additional works.?”

In April 1975 Council approved the Public Works Department to undertake repair to
the War Memorial to the cost of $4,200.28

23 ‘Hawthorn War Memorial’, The Argus, 11 March 1929, p. 12.

24 Unknown photographer, ‘Unveiling of the war memorial at St James Park, Hawthorn, 1929’
photograph, LHPH 1353, Boroondara Library Service, 10 March 1929.

25 Council Minutes, City of Hawthorn, 27 February 1952, p. 19.

26 peel, et el., p. 184.

27 Council Minutes, City of Hawthorn, 8 July 1959. P. 326.

28 Council Minutes, City of Hawthorn, 16 April 1975, p. 401.
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