
Date: 14 March 2026 at 4:30:02 pm AEDT 

To: president@hawthornrsl.com 

Subject: Operation Veteran Assist - Job Well Done 

 

﻿Hello Drew, 

You do not know me. But I am aware of you and your great team at Hawthorn RSL. 
Let me introduce myself.  

Whilst I did not get to serve overseas. I served in the Australian Regular Army (As it 
was then) From 1973 to 1979.  

Corporal Mike Hosking, Royal Australian Signal Corp. 

I am writing to you as an Ex-Serviceman wishing to express my heartfelt thanks to 
your members of Operation Veteran Assist. 

My house was burnt down on the 9th of January at Koriella (Fawcett).  As you can 
imagine I was not in a good frame of mind as I had recently lost my wife to Bowel 
Cancer and put my dog down two days before the fire. 

Feeling pretty low. I was sitting outside my shed when a vehicle came up my drive. A 
tall man stepped out and introduced himself as Lieutenant Colonel. John Wilson. 
Retired. After a short conversation we established that he had indeed been in RA 
SIGS. And had served with people that knew me. He was also responsible for the 
Linesmen- Riggers of which had been my role. 

Subsequent to this John has put me in touch with people I served with over 50 years 
ago. John also discovered that I had lost all of my Army Service memorabilia. 
Photos, badges, qualifications etc. in the fire. 

I had also lost my Defence Medal along with some awards from my career as 
Fisheries and Wildlife Operations Manager. 

The Operation Veteran Assist crew were camped at the Fawcett Hall as you know 
was the hub for fire relief in the area. As such I was in contact with them on a daily 
basis. One evening when the community gathered there for a meal. John stepped up 
and made a speech introducing me outlining my military career and places I had 
served. He then informed the gathering that I had lost my Defence Medal in the Bush 
Fire. He then presented me with a new medal. This meant so much to me. 

Getting to the point of this email. Not just me. But other veterans, ex-service 
personnel and the community are the better for their being here. I know they gave up 
work and family to come here. Their presence, work and demeanour are a credit to 
both them and the RSL. 



Personally, them being here was uplifting and I cannot thank them enough. They are 
welcome here anytime. (Other than for another Bush Fire). 

I know your AGM is coming up soon. If you would. Could you please pass on my 
heartfelt thoughts. 

Kind Regards 

Mike Hosking 

PS: Please tell John I said. "He is not a bad bloke for an Officer"  😂  He only gets a 
pass because the boys made him an "Honorary Liney". 

 

 


